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MANAGING YOUR GAME
Game management…course management …mental management…anger management…time management…club management???manage management…what does it all mean?  How do you apply this management?  How can it help your game?  

You’ve been working non-stop on swing motion, setup, ball striking, balance, etc. NOW WHAT?  The next step is to figure out how to apply all this stuff in the practical and sometimes evil world of the golf course.

Good game management begins at the golf store.  Buying lots of supplies that you will need to survive in the real world (golfers love lots of little gadgets and accessories).  Get one of each, then get serious about clubs.  

When looking for clubs, see someone who knows what they’re talking about.  If possible, get fit for your clubs (like getting fit for a suit).  You want clubs that suit YOUR game, not Tiger’s.  Tell the sales person your skill level, 7 iron distance (be honest), driver distance (liar!), and what your goals are.  Thus armed with proper clubs, you can go forth and battle the evil par demon!
Finally on the golf course, you must decide what club to use for each shot.  Rule #1:  Never hit a club on the course if you are not 100% confident in it.  Spend time on the driving range with each club in order to estimate your consistency with each club.  
Rule #2:  You must know how far each club in your bag travels in the air (on average, not your Sunday Best).  Again, spend some time on the range hitting with each club in order to determine the average carry distance with each.  WRITE THEM DOWN…’CAUSE YOU WON’T REMEMBER THEM!  
Rule #3:  Choose the club for the shot based on the carry distance needed by applying rule #2 unless it conflicts with rule #1…and that’s all there is to it.

If all else fails, swing your favorite club and hope (hit and hope), or you can always ask your caddie’s advice (if not available, then the nearest experienced golfer).

NOW YOU’RE IN TROUBLE!  
Rule #4:  When in trouble, get out of trouble.  If it means chipping out sideways or backwards, just get the ball back in play.  Trying to hit the ball through the tiny window in the forest is how you end up scoring a 12.  Let Philly boy shoot through the impossible opening…I’m not that good and neither are you…unless YOU ARE Phil, and you’re reading my article…WOW!  

Rule #5:  Know YOUR game and YOUR abilities.  Don’t try shots you’ve never practiced or are incapable of.  Hit the shots that you’ve been successful with in the past.

Rule #6:  Play on a golf course, or from a set of tees that suits your game.  You should be able to have a chance at hitting some of the par 4’s in 2.  Playing on a course that is too hard, or too long for you is just plain frustrating (for you and the 200 golfers behind you).

Rule #7:  If you are a beginner, play at a time of day when traffic is low.  You do not want to be rushed or pressured.  

Rule # 8:  Don’t get angry or upset if you play poorly or hit a bad shot…you’re not good enough to expect to hit a great shot every time!  Plus, you’re playing for enjoyment, not for a living.  

So ENJOY IT OR ELSE!
Bob B. 

1 Hour Private Lessons with Video Analysis
Adults  -  $60.00
Seniors  -  $50.00

Juniors  -  $25.00

**  Mention this article and receive a FREE range coupon with your lesson!!!

